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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 
Village/Town of Mount kisco 

May 25, 2005 

 
 

Members in Attendance:     Frank Tortorello 
        Nancy Abramson 

        Steve Marrano 

 
Members Absent: 

 

 
   
Meeting called to order 7:30 p.m. 
Minutes from April 20, 2005 to be voted on at next meeting 
 
 
Returning Cases: 

 

1. Bank of America – 29 ½ S. Moger Ave. 
Case #05-18 

Anthony Montelone counsel for the applicant, Diane Douglas, and Tom 

Mesuk. 
 

Anthony Montelone: Just to review and I don’t want to repeat myself. This is what Sam 
Goody had and it didn’t include the Villarina store which we are now taking over. What I 
would like to show you is what we are proposing and what we have taken into account. 
We understand you do not want anything in the tower and we are not going to put 
anything in the tower. We were thinking about putting in a flag pole but the village did 
not want us to put one up overhanging the village property. What we are proposing now 
is signage over the three windows. The Villarina store is actually going to be the ATM. So 
we do need signage over that. The others are in the niches that were designed by the 
architect whom I believe it critical of our signage. The sign in the entry is a sign that is 
not that much different from what Sam Goody had. They previously had a sign there. 
These signs are white during the day and in the evening they turn dark blue. The flag is 
the same day and night. The signage here we feel we need some identification there. 
That is not signage per say that is really pressed on.  
 
Diane Douglas: That is illuminated sign behind the glass.  
 
Anthony Montelone: The red affixed to a piece acrylic and a sign box. It is illuminated 
24/7 and stays the same color.  
 
Nancy Abramson: This is part of a sign package this building.  
 
Anthony Montelone: When you say a sign package. I believe your board has the notes 
and those notes indicated nothing on the tower. We are not doing anything on the 
tower. It is the memo that was part of the approval for the building.  
 
Steve Marrano: How far are you going down the side? 
 
Anthony Montelone: The same signage as here. 
 
Steve Marrano: The three windows. 
 
Anthony Montelone: If you talk to me about removing that middle one I think I can 
convince Bank of America to do that.  
 
Steve Marrano: The red one over the door? 
 
Anthony Montelone: No. That memo from the original approval there is nothing on the 
tower. The design in here calls for signage over the three show windows. There is a 
niche above each of those six windows. We are honoring the requirement nothing in the 
tower. We did have signage in the tower and made two different proposals. Now we 
want to keep everything at grade level.  
 
Steve Marrano: The red sign over the door is not lit? 
 
Diane Douglas: It is lit. Back lighted. 
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Nancy Abramson: Is this sign package for a certain kind of gold leaf? They all seem to 
be gold leaf. Every single sign was not lit and it was in the gold leaf lettering. That is the 
package correct?  
 
(Too many people speaking) 
 
Anthony Montelone: This is not what I am talking about. There is a separate memo that 
says no signage on the tower. This is just the sign package for Sam Goody.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is the sign package for the whole building.  
That appears to be the signage that was approved at that point in time. 
 
Anthony Montelone: I disagree that the colors and the type of signage. 
 
Nancy Abramson: it seems to me when they approved these sign packages it solved the 
type of signs that were allowed.  
 
Anthony Montelone: This sign package is consistent with Sam Goody.  
 
Nancy Abramson: All the signs matched.  
 
Frank Tortorello: In fact some of the more recent stores on the street are basically done 
in the same style. 
 
Anthony Montelone: Well the Victoria Secret sign is different.   
 
Frank Tortorello: Not this, they are not sign boxes. They are individual letters. This is 
what we have been trying to get that point across. 
 
Anthony Montelone: I agree with you that there is nothing shown on the tower. Above 
the windows as shown on the plan and this is before the board for review. The signage 
placement would be written into the lease. I don’t see where it is signage design and 
signage color. When we are talking about tenants and many tenants not just national 
tenant have an identity. They like to and they have a right to have that identity 
consistent with their various locations.  
 
Frank Tortorello: They are not putting up all red signs in every Bank of America. I have 
seen many different styles. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I don’t think you would be putting that kind of sign up if you were in 
the Hampton or Bedford. 
 
Frank Tortorello: It is not consistent with the things that are going on around it. It 
appears when this building was approved it was this type of signage. Now you come in 
and tell us you are not going to put a sign up in the tower that wasn’t even a 
consideration. Now you have two of these on the side instead of three. That is a nice 
gesture and we appreciate it. I think you are going to have to go back to the drawing 
board and try to be responsive to what we as a board think is good for the community. I 
don’t think having to shout out that we have another bank.  
 
Anthony Montelone: What is the color that disturbs you?  
 
Frank Tortorello: The lit channel letters right off the top. There seems to be a president 
in this building and I do believe that was the intent even if it is not written anywhere. 
 
Nancy Abramson: All I want to say is whenever a new building goes up now we make 
everyone do something like this and we do give them the ability to change a little bit to 
express themselves. I am sure that this is what is expressed. That everyone is going to 
do something similar.  
 
Anthony Montelone: I see similar in the paneling for the signage. We are staying within 
the paneling for the signage. 
 
Nancy Abramson: The Target signs are all paneling and then the white letters. That is 
what we agreed.  
 
Anthony Montelone: The Target sign is illuminated. 
 
Nancy Abramson: We are not talking about Target we are talking about the shops. 
Target is very different than this building on South Moger Street. 
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Anthony Montelone: It is not like we are doing a Las Vegas billboard this is very discrete 
dignified lettering. I think we are within the parameters of good taste. 
 
Frank Tortorello: It is a matte of personal opinion.  
 
Anthony Montelone: Personal opinion has to have certain criteria.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I do not think this is in good taste. That is their logo and they have 
been successful as a bank. The graphics are not much to brag about. I think that the 
intent of this approval when the building was approved that mounted the letters not 
illuminated letters. There is precedence for the other buildings on S. Moger and Bank of 
America should respect that.  
 
Anthony Montelone; There is nothing in here that says letters couldn’t be illuminated.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I understand that but look around to the other buildings and see what 
is there and it is not this. 
 
Anthony Montelone: What I really believe is when you look at the building all of these 
notations relate to the composition of the cut outs above those buildings not the 
signage. That green is in those cut outs. Everything there and the size of those cut outs 
depicts what exists without a sign in place not with a sign.  
 
Nancy Abramson: It depicts the architectural style with gold leaf finish.  
 
Anthony Montelone: Those cut outs are green and a gold leaf finish around the outside.  
 
Steve Marrano: Do we have a picture of it.  
 
(Viewing of photos) 
 
Nancy Abramson: The whole point of those signs was to match the building. To make all 
one and entire statement. That was the concept  
Of the gold leaf letters. The reason the other architect was here was he was trying to 
protect the integrity of the design. I would like to see that happen as well.  
 
Anthony Montelone: I do not think that is possible. I would like to work with you.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This board is not going to approve this. We are trying to get that 
message across. 
 
Anthony Montelone: You are telling us you want green lettering or gold lettering in those 
locations.  
 
Frank Tortorello: We would like you to put non illuminated individual pin mounted letters 
you have seen done. 
 
Anthony Montelone: I am hearing you want gold letters.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think that we could look at something else. Everybody knows this is 
the Bank of America. People do not drive down the street saying look impulse buying 
there is Bank of America I think I will go in and buy something. That is not what a bank 
is. Yet everyone that comes in try to make the building a billboard. The building is not 
supposed to be to advertise the bank. The purpose of the signage is to identify what is 
there. This is not a retail strip where someone is going to see and let me stop to buy 
something. I don’t think it makes any difference for your business. People are going to 
come to Bank of America not because of your sign. Maybe some people would be more 
favorably impressed if you were quiet about it. From my stand point this red is not great 
I could live with that. I would very much like to see this done differently. I would like to 
see it done in the context with the building before. Maybe not gold maybe white or off 
white. You can make it a metal or pin mounted lettering. I think it would be more 
consistent with what we are trying to do on the most important street in the village. 
There are a lot of stores that have a nice touch. 
 
Anthony Montelone: What about illumination?  
 
Frank Tortorello: I don’t think you need it.  
 
Diane Douglas: I am concerned with the entrance and where the 24 hour entrance is.  
 
Anthony Montelone: Can we eliminate the one over the ATM? 
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Diane Douglas: I am hoping the building has illumination for security.  
 
Frank Tortorello: There is plenty of light there. You are going to light the inside.  
 
(Too Many People Speaking)  
 
Anthony Montelone: Originally we had a sign on the inside for the ATM is that ok?  
 
Frank Tortorello: The inside we have no jurisdiction over. For public safety you would 
have to do that.  
 
Diane Douglas: I would like to do the mounted white lettering no illumination red sign 
over the door.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Can we leave it to these two bays then? One on the entrance and one 
on this side. White pin mounted lettering. Can you come back with a sample?  
 
This case will be returning. 
 
2. Coco Rumbas – 443 Lexington Ave 

Case #05-20 

Lisa and Juan Ruiz, owners, and Kent Thuesen property owner 

 
 

Juan Ruiz: We have a color change. It is not as bright as the last presentation.  
 
Steve Marrano: This sign is going where the existing sign is now?  
 
Juan Ruiz: Yes.  
 
Kent Thuesen: The columns are a little bigger 
 
Steve Marrano: The background color is all white. The other sign was a little darker. 
 
Juan Ruiz: It is an off white. 
 
Steve Marrano: How high is the sign now? 
 
Juan Ruiz: It is the same height. Here are the pictures from every angle. 
 
Frank Tortorello: We did talk about the sign and toning it down. You brought the photos. 
Are you using the existing posts? 
 
Kent Thuesen: Yes.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Now you are talking about 42 x 48.  
 
Steve Marrano: You put this up on a platform.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Is it 8 feet the ground or this raised area?  
 
Kent Thuesen: It is the same height.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Here you have the base and if you are gong by scale and this is 48 
inches then it looks like the sign starts about 12 inches above the grade. 48 and 12 
would be 58 which are 5 feet and not 8 feet. So which is it?  
 
Kent Theusen: That is 8 feet the same as it is now.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Then there is something wrong in this picture.  
 
Juan Ruiz: It is from this point. 
 
Frank Tortorello: it is not drawn that way is what I am trying to tell you. What you are 
showing us in this picture is not the case. It would be 4 feet off the ground. It would be 
a lot nicer than what you are showing here.  
 
Kent Thuesen: There is a space here. This is 8 foot from here. This is 48 and this is 4 
feet. It should be showing a 4 foot space right here. When Simon drew this he should 
have left a 4 foot space.  
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Frank Tortorello: This is nicer. I would say make this part 5 foot at the most. I think it 
looks nice like this. This looks like a gas station sign. This looks more like a restaurant 
sign. This is an off white background. This is the material for the sign? 
 
Juan Ruiz: Yes. 
 
Nancy Abramson: is this lit? 
 
Juan Ruiz: Yes from the bottom. 
 
Frank Tortorello: May I make a suggestion and pleas do not be offended. This to me 
looks like a kids cartoon.  
 
Lisa Ruiz: They are coconuts. 
 
Frank Tortorello: It doesn’t look that way. I would think it would be a lot nicer if you just 
used the letters. I think it would make it a lot more refined looking. Every time I look at 
this I think someone is going to light the fuse. It doesn’t come across the way you think 
it is going to come across. I think if you wrote CoCo the same way I think it would be 
really nice. It doesn’t add anything.  
 
Juan Ruiz: I have no objection to that.  
 
Kent Thuesen: What if we did a real coconut?  
 
Steve Marrano: How about just the O.  
 
Kent Thuesen: An O it is.  
 
Frank Tortorello: We are going to make this 5 foot 0 inches to 5 foot 6 inches. You can 
play with the height a little bit. This is going to be the letter O to match the rest of the 
design. I think you will be really happy with it.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I make a motion that we accept as amended.  
 
Steve Marrano: Second.  
 
Board All Ayes.  
 
Signage approved as amended.  
 
 New Cases: 
 

 CoCo Rumbas – 443 Lexington Ave 

 Case #05-28 
Tom Sargent representing the applicant, Juan and Lisa Ruiz, Kent 

Thuesen, property owner. 

 
 
 
 
 Tom Sargent: We are not changing any of the structure of the building. We are 
changing some of the windows, the front door. We will paint this color. We are putting a 
tile roof. The framing might not support a full tile.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Did you bring pictures?  
 
Frank Tortorello: The building is stucco?  
 
Tom Sargent: Yes it is stucco and here are the pictures. 
 
(Viewing of the photos) 
 
Frank Tortorello: What color are the windows yellow? 
 
Tom Sargent: Gray. 
 
Frank Tortorello: So you are changing the color?  
 
Tom Sargent: There is a sample of it on the sample board. 
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Frank Tortorello: The roof is now what color? 
 
Tom Sargent: It is a dark gray shingle. 
 
Frank Tortorello: So you are going to strip it off and put this tile roof. Are you changing 
the pitch? 
 
Tom Sargent: No we are not changing the pitch. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Are you changing the door?  
 
Tom Sargent: Yes. The door is brought forward a few feet. 
 
Frank Tortorello: The door will be set back then? Are you extending this the whole front 
of the building?  
 
Tom Sargent: Yes it is extended two feet forward. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This whole element is being pulled out. These existing doors are 
staying back.  
 
Tom Sargent: Actually they are being pulled forward also.  
 
Frank Tortorello: These are just gates right? 
 
Tom Sargent: They are glass.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Are you cleaning up this parking lot?  
 
Tom Sargent: Yes we are going to reseal it re-stripe the lines. 
 
Steve Marrano: Are you cleaning up the front? Between the sidewalk and the road?  
 
Kent Thuesen: I believe there is a new sidewalk. 
 
Steve Marrano: What about the fence up front.  
 
Kent Thuesen: That is coming down. I believe we are going to put shrubbery and bushes 
in that front area. 
 
Steve Marrano: It needs to be cleaned up a lot.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I like it.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Any comments from the board. 
 
Steve Marrano: I motion to accept it.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Second. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Board all ayes. Accepted as presented. You are good to go. 
 
 Returning Cases: 
 

3. 13 Brook Street – Jackie Giaimo property owner 

Case #05-13 
 

Jackie Giaimo: We meet a few months ago and talked about the renovation/addition on 
our property. I have a revised plan and hopefully will clarify a lot. We also took into 
consideration your suggestions from our last meeting.  
 
Frank Tortorello: These are the revised? 
 
Jackie Giaimo: That is right. These have a lot more detail. This was not drawn in the last 
time. We clarified the material we are using.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is the addition. This is the street side?  
 
Jackie Giaimo: Yes.  
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Frank Tortorello: So you are filling in. That is the existing roof line. You are raising this 
also. 
 
Jackie Giaimo: Yes. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You are raising it up so that it is going to be higher behind it.  
 
Steve Marrano: That is existing?  
 
Frank Tortorello: It does not really exist. What you see is this being raised up. Right now 
it looks lower than the existing roof. I think you have to raise it because you are 
extending the house over. So you have to raise the ridge to keep it symmetrical. These 
are the other houses on the street?  
 
Jackie Giaimo: That is right. These are the colors of the vinyl siding. Just to give you an 
idea of the color scheme this is someone’s house and I think this comes together in 
terms of showing what it is we are going to do. Beige siding and this red.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You have that brick?  
 
Jackie Giaimo: Yes in the entry way.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Is it all brick?  
 
Jackie Giaimo: Yes.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Is this brick here or wood?  
 
Jackie Giaimo: That is siding.  
 
Frank Tortorello: That is pushed back. Are these the existing windows?  
 
Jackie Giaimo: We are replacing all the windows in the house.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Any reason why they are not the same size? 
 
Jackie Giaimo: This is a sitting room in the front and the addition and this is a walk in 
closet and actually it is elevated from the addition. I don’t know if we can go that far.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is higher. 
 
John Giaimo: In order to get into this room we have to have a couple of steps.  
 
Frank Tortorello: So you are matching. This whole thing is a step up?  
 
Jackie Giaimo: Yes. 
 
Nancy Abramson: What would you suggest there? 
 
Frank Tortorello: Try to keep it the same proportion. You are saying this is one step up, 
but it looks like four steps up. This is a very low window. Could it be like that? Right now 
it looks like your window is about a foot or less. It is about 18-20 inches off the floor. 
These look like they are probably three feet off the floor.   
 
Jackie Giaimo: We can try to expand those windows to make them match.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think it would look nicer, if you could bring them down a little bit. 
 
John Giaimo: But we do not want to bring them down to the floor either. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You can certainly bring them down a foot and make them a little more 
consistent and more gracious walking down. This is what you are trying to do with the 
rest of the house.  
 
Nancy Abramson: That is a really good idea.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is not a big deal to lower the window; it is a big job to raise them. 
You might want to think about that. Bring them down about a foot or 16 inches and I 
think it will look nicer. This is the 64 thousand dollar question and I never ask it but it 
looks like it would be nice with shutters on it.  
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Jackie Giaimo: We had a discussion about that. 
 
Frank Tortorello: They have to be the same size as the window. They have to look like 
they really work and actually close the window.  
 
Jackie Giaimo: This is actually the look that doesn’t have shutters and has nice window 
trim around it and I thought it would be great just to have this. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I could go either way. The thing I feel strong about shutters is exactly 
what Frank said it has to look like they are suppose to close verses just a piece of 
aluminum. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Sometimes they are smaller than the window. 
 
Jackie Giaimo: We did look at a lot of windows. This seemed like it worked.  
 
Steve Marrano: I have no objections. 
 
Frank Tortorello: There is still not a lot of detail and you can do it nicely and simply and 
you need to make it not like it came from a box. I think you are trying to make that not 
happen. You might want to consider is returning the brick on this side. It would be 
visually a lot nicer if you returned the brick here. I am just suggesting. I think you would 
be happy if you could do that. It would make it look substantial as opposed to looking 
like it was glued on. Do we have a motion?  
 
Nancy Abramson: I make a motion that we accept with the changes to the windows.  
 
Steve Marrano: Second 
 
Frank Tortorello: Board all ayes. Approved as noted with the changes to the windows. 
 
 
4. 32 West Street – Alex and Angela Benaissa 

Case #05-23 

 
Angela Benaissa: This is the survey of the land.  
 
Nancy Abramson: This is the house?  
 
(Viewing of the photos and drawings) 
 
Frank Tortorello: So this is the existing house and you are adding a modular. 
 
Angela Benaissa: The original house was built in 1929. The previous owner tacked this 
onto the front which is the view right here.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is what you see now.  
 
Angela Benaissa: We want to take this down and replace it with this.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The addition on the back and the front doesn’t change. You are tearing 
this whole thing down. This is all going to match. What color are the shutters dark 
green? I think the dark green is softer than the black. The roof is going to match and 
going to be gray. You are going to match this look on the doors.  
 
Angela Benaissa: This garage will be equal to the basement in the house. 
 
Frank Tortorello: What is in the back now? 
 
Angela Benaissa: Actually it looks very top heavy now.  
 
Frank Tortorello: There are no trees on this street? 
 
Alex Benaissa: Our neighbor cut all the trees. In that parking lot of that area there are 
trees. We are going to be planting trees.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Any comments? Do we have a motion? 
 
Nancy Abramson: I make a motion to accept as presented. 
 
Steve Marrano: Second. 
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Frank Tortorello: Board all ayes. Approved as accepted. 
 
 
 New Cases 
 

2. State Farm – 344 Main Street 
Case #05-26 

Michael J. Christastie 

 
Michael Christastie: I am looking to improve and getting rid of the signs in my window. I 
would like to update and put a sign outside the building.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Is there a sign there now?  
 
Michael Christastie: There is nothing there now.  
 
Steve Marrano: There are signs on the other side. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Unfortunately these signs never came before this board. I do not know 
when they went up. As far as I know they have put them up without approval. Susan 
Kaplin and Select Properties I don’t think either of those signs came before the board. 
This should be something that is consistent for the whole building.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Are they both on the ground floors Susan Kaplin and Select 
Properties?  
 
Frank Tortorello: I don’t know where they are.  
 
Steve Marrano: They are both on the ground floor.  
 
Michael Christastie: That is the opposite side of the building where mine would be. The 
north side.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Yours in on the corner.  
 
Nancy Abramson: What is this one?  
 
Frank Tortorello: That is on the face and I don’t know whose sign that is.  
 
Michael Christastie: That is Select Properties.  
 
Nancy Abramson: They have two?  
 
Frank Tortorello: They added an extra sign. Have they been sited?  
 
Nancy Placona: I do not know but I can check on that.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Would you please neither of these signs have come in for approval. 
They are both light boxes. Michael before we even get into the question of the sign. For 
the most part we would not approve all this text. We would not approve anything 
beyond the name of the company. That is all we would expect to see on the sign. I think 
there are some real questions to and unfortunately this is a strange deal because we 
have the other two signs on the side of the building. Here is somebody coming in and 
want s to do it the right way and you get punished.  
 
Michael Christastie: Was Wayne Ciano’s sign approved?  
 
Frank Tortorello: I don’t think so.  
 
Michael Christastie: What about Lydia’s Travel? These are other competitions in the town 
and I am trying to do the right thing and have a professional image and these people 
have signs they want. There are other signs out there.  
 
Frank Tortorello: We are aware of them.  
 
Nancy Abramson: There are a whole bunch of signs before we started reviewing them 
and so what we are trying to do is bring everything up to the new standard. Anything 
that you see that has come before us there is a look that people are comfortable with.  
 
Michael Christastie: This sign is on a building currently and has her name and title.  
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Frank Tortorello: What is going to happen hopefully they are going to get a violation for 
those signs.  
 
Michael Christastie: I hope it is not based on me coming here to do this.  
 
Frank Tortorello: it has nothing to do with you. They put up a sign without getting them 
approved. They would not have been approved in that state. Those signs would not have 
been approved.  
 
Michael Christastie: Are they grandfathered in?  
 
Frank Tortorello: I don’t think so. I think they just put them up without approval. This 
does happen in this town.  
 
Michael Christastie: So I guess in the code there is something that says that too much 
lettering is not appropriate or too many words are not appropriate?  
 
Frank Tortorello: Let’s look at the fact that this is not a retail building. It is essentially an 
office. You are not a retail person. This almost comes across like a retail type of sign. If 
you were going to do this I would just again prefer just to see letters mounted on the 
brick. Not illuminated sign. The idea of a lighted sign box on an office even though these 
people did it on this side. This is a little different. These signs would not be approved if 
they came here.  
 
Michael Christastie: That hopefully doesn’t come across as large as it is on that super 
imposed photo. Compared to the size of the building. There is no residential, basically it 
is all traffic coming there from the hospital. This is the view point that people would see. 
This is what it looks like from my suite there. I think it is a great improvement from the 
sign I have in there.  
 
Steve Marrano: Is there anything we can do inside the window? 
 
Michael Christastie: Not that I am aware of. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Can we do something on the band?  
 
Frank Tortorello: What troubles me is this is a building that you really have the signage 
being consistent. By the fact that these appeared without approval. I don’t remember 
seeing them. I think that if they are compelled to take them down they have to answer 
to the fact they did not get them approved I think the landlord should come back with a 
proposal for the building. That would make all the tenants have a degree of consistency. 
That is what should really happen. Unfortunately you are the gut that is trying to do the 
right thing.  
 
Michael Christastie: These were here at least six years ago when I moved here. 
 
Steve Marrano: I don’t think so.  
 
Michael Christastie: There are some old photos that were here and they may have been 
different people or different companies.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You mean the sign boxes.  
 
Michael Christastie: This was here when I moved here six years ago.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This photo is from 6 years ago? 
 
Michael Christastie: Yes. There were definitely two boxes there when I started. I believe 
Select Properties moved to the front. I guess my contention is if you look at that 
building from the vantage point of the hospital or from the road that is a minuscule sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It all has to relate in some fashion.  
 
Michael Christastie: I think this relates more professionally than these or a lot of the 
other signs in Mount Kisco. It is something that my company has to bring up to standard 
as far as code with a sign company not just someone that creates a sign. That is the 
most I could ever put on there. I can’t put anything else on there from the company’s 
stand point. They respect the fact they do not want it to look like a sales sign. To me 
that is professional and a lot better looking than the completion in town as far as 
insurance and financial services. I am trying to do the right thing and have it look 
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professional as well as show the image of State Farm and my office, unlike some of 
these other people. We can go with white on that. There is a white backing and I have a 
sample of that illuminated in the square. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Michael I think the best you could possibly hope to do without the 
landlord coming back are individual letters mounted on the building and a non 
illuminated sign. I don’t think we are going to approve this. We are going to find out why 
these signs were put up without approval and if they were they are going to come down. 
That is what is going to happen. This is an ongoing issue in this town. There is an 
inconstancy in the enforcement issue.  
 
Michael Christastie: Commerce Bank has an illuminated sign four feet from the road. 
State Farm has been here 30 years and that is not fair to someone that is trying to do 
the right thing and trying to bring a professional image. I do not have tons of money to 
donate to the town.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You are personalizing and you really shouldn’t. We have acknowledged 
that you have gone through the proper procedure and what you are trying to put on the 
building doesn’t really lend itself to the building certainly not in my opinion. If the other 
board members feel differently then we can talk about it. I don’t want to be the 
obstacle. Unfortunately this board is down and is suppose to be five people and there 
are only three. Which means to get something approved you need three yes votes. This 
puts us all in tough position.  
 
Nancy Abramson: We try to work with you.  
 
Frank Tortorello: We try to do the best thing for the town and the best thing for the 
building would be to acknowledge that you need signage on these ground floor stores 
and that somehow the landlord comes in with the 3 tenants and a sigh package that is 
consistent. That does give a sense of style to the building. To have 3 a different sign 
doesn’t really do that. It is an office building and not a store. So the bank is not an office 
building it is a single story building and it is very different. Don’t take it the wrong way. 
It might be good for Mike Christastie but we don’t think it is good for the town. It is not 
good for the esthetics for the community. You are in an important location. You are not 
in the retail center of the town. It is a different environment.  
 
Michael Christastie: So my point would be that it is not bothering anyone as far as the 
residential as far as anyone. There is the hospital there is a laundry mat there is the 
Boy’s and Girls Club. People associate that building with State Farm Insurance.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Look at the signs on the Boys and Girls Club. Look at the signage that 
was put on the addition. They are individual letters.  
 
Michael Christastie: They are not a business. 
 
Frank Tortorello: You can see it just as well. You don’t think people would see it?  
 
Michael Christastie: What am I suppose to do because these other two have boxed 
lights?  
 
Frank Tortorello: Let’s see what the town comes up with. 
 
Michael Christastie: My competition two doors down have the same exact sign. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Maybe they are going to have to come back with that sign. It may not 
stay up. It is not the same application as this. That is set back off the street. You are 
right on the property line right on the street.  
 
Michael Christastie: It is promote small businesses. That is what differentiates us.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Is there a motion to approve this? 
 
Nancy Abramson: Nancy will find out what is going on there and hopefully we can get in 
touch with the landlord.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think again if you come with individual letters and non illuminated 
sign placed on the building, the State Farm logo as a separate plaque. I think we would 
take a good hard look at it. This illuminated sign box I don’t think is going to fly. The 
ones that are already up and if they were put up without the approvals we are going to 
do our best to see they come down. They are not good and they are bad designs and 
they don’t belong there.  



 12 ARB 5/25/05 

 
Michael Christastie: I appreciate you time.  
 
No vote and this will be a returning case. 
 
 
3. Video Games Express – 213 Main Street 

Case #05-27 

James Reichier, store owner 

 
Frank Tortorello: What are you here to show us?  
 
John Reichier: I want to replace the three Eye Candy signs at 213 Main Street. I have 
the existing photos. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Do you want to replace all three?  
 
John Reichier: There are actually three locations. There is one on the north side south 
side and one above their door. I am just replacing the top on the north and south and 
they are illuminated signs. The other two are the existing tenants. I am just replacing 
Eye Candy.  
 
Nancy Abramson: You want to be Video Games Express. 
 
John Reichier: Right now there are three signs. 
 
Nancy Abramson: No offense but this has been an eye sore. Why are these three here? 
What would you call these monument signs on a building? Is that what you would deem 
it? What do you call it when you have an office building?  
 
Frank Tortorello: these are the walls of the building. I have no idea what you call it. 
These are on the building.  
 
John Reichier: I am not changing anything. I just want to take out their plastic and put 
in mine. I am using the same stuff.  
 
Frank Tortorello: These are three separate sign boxes.  
 
John Reichier: They are all 2 x 8. The sign in the middle is 2 x 8. The one in the middle 
is not illuminated.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is almost as difficult as the previous case. The signage on the 
building that doesn’t comply within our debunked sign code. You have three signs for 
one business establishment.  
 
John Reichier: I understand that these were all previously approved.  
 
Frank Tortorello: We never saw these signs not this board. 
 
John Reichier: The Fish Cellar has been here about 8 years.  
 
Nancy Abramson: They managed to get in without us doing anything. We did not 
approve it.  
 
John Reichier: There is nothing I can do with these boxes. I can’t change the boxes. 
They are there.  
 
Steve Marrano: How many signs do we allow?  
 
Frank Tortorello: You normally have one sign.  
 
John Reichier: The reason he did this is because my shop and Advanced Medicine, 
because of their location, mine is set 10 feet above the sidewalk. It is hard to see at eye 
level when you drive past the store. This of course is at grade so you can’t really see 
that when you walk or drive by. The signs that are on the north and south facings of the 
building enable pedestrian or car to see the location. Mine is under an eve the one in the 
center. If you blink you miss it.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You don’t miss these.  
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John Reichier: It is what is there. I am not asking to enlarge it or change it. I am using 
the same colors. I am using black white and green to make it match everything.  
 
Frank Tortorello: What is there was never approved.  
 
Steve Marrano: The boxes there are mounted on the wall now.  
 
Frank Tortorello: How about taking the signs off the building? 
 
John Reichier: That is not my building and I am just the tenant.  
 
Frank Tortorello: What about this sign just take it off. 
 
John Reichier: There is a sign identical to that in the Advanced Medicine. It actually 
looks balanced with the two of them. If it was just Advanced Medicine I don’t think it 
would look as nice.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Believe me we are trying to consider what you are saying. Your 
business or any business in this town should have three signs. Nobody with that big of a 
store has three signs.  
 
John Reichier: The Fish Cellar has three signs.  
 
Frank Tortorello: He should not have three signs. We have a code in this town and it 
doesn’t allow three signs on a single establishment. We are trying to improve the 
esthetic quality in the community. It is not good.  
 
John Reichier: I do believe that my sign is nicer than what is there. The lettering is 
smaller and I think I have a taste for graphic. I have no words that say cool stuff. I tried 
to keep it simple. I understand there are a lot of signs on the building. Considering what 
is there I can just tone it down and make it as simple and tasteful as possible.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Are these signs lit?  
 
John Reichier: They are all back lit. All three.  
 
Nancy Abramson: So this is white and even makes it brighter.  
 
Frank Tortorello: How about if you made it all black with white letters?  
 
John Reichier: Sure.  
 
Frank Tortorello: All of the signs. Black background with white letters. This is a difficult 
issue.  
 
John Reichier: I know it is none of your concern. I had no idea when I signed the lease 
that the signage was not permitted. My rent by enlarge reflects the fact that I have 
three signs. I am entitled to three signs and that they are the three existing signs and 
they are the same size. All of that is in the terms of my lease.  
 
Frank Tortorello: unfortunately when you are in a building if not already violated the 
word of the code but the intent of the code it makes it difficult. That is the problem. 
Take the band out and instead of putting it here which is very awkwardly placed and 
center it over the lights. Scale it sown a little bit in size. Center over your window a little 
smaller.  
 
John Reichier: I think it would look nicer centered over my main window. I will be happy 
to do that. This is 2 x 8 what would you prefer?  
 
Frank Tortorello: I would make it a 6 foot sign and scale it down. Make it no more than 6 
foot 6 inches and you are going to reduce this proportionately and center over the main 
window. These you are going to illuminate the white background and make it all black 
with white letters. Do we have a motion?  
 
Nancy Abramson: I make a motion to accept as amended.  
 
Steve Marrano: Second 
 
Frank Tortorello: Board all ayes. Approved as amended. 
 
4. Mount Kisco Seafood – 477 Lexington Avenue 
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Case #05-29 

Joe Demauro 
 

Joe Demauro: We are moving Mt. Kisco Seafood after 27 years. We are moving up the 
road nine doors. For the record that is the wrong address is 477. What I want to do is 
take my logo which is the logo you are looking at. I am moving up to the old Flynn 
building. As you can see this existing sign I am going to change and put in the form as 
my neighbors. I am not going to have a plastic or metal sign. It will be wood and 
engraved. This is the set of plans here.  
 
Frank Tortorello: So you are taking this down?  
 
Joe Demauro: Yes that has to come down. I am only going to paint the building. As you 
can see it is very ugly. It is black and this stuff up here cannot come off. I am also here 
to approve the color of the building. I am not going to paint the building purple. This is 
the color of the building with the accents of the windows here. This is a muted color and 
doesn’t look that bright. I have heard you are not going to be happy with red. This is my 
color of the sign.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Is this stucco or brick? 
 
Joe Demauro: It is block.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You are going to paint everything gray? The whole building?  
 
Joe Demauro: Yes.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You have your mind set on that gray? 
 
Joe Demauro: Yes I do. My mind has been made up.  
  
Frank Tortorello: All this banding is going to be gray?  
 
Joe Demauro: This whole building is going to be gray. If you notice Kuritsky’s building is 
all brown. It is not a handsome looking building. It is block and I want to keep it dark. 
So this is what I am proposing. First I want to get to the sign and make sure you are ok 
with that. It is not going to be lit. I am doing the lighting from the bottom. 90% of the 
signs in town are done like this. This is a very classy sign. It is the same height as the 
sign there. This is what the pole shows in the ground. It is very similar to the Vet’s sign 
across the street.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You have no sign on the building?  
 
Joe Demauro: I haven’t decided. See the old Flynn sign I would like to come back to 
that.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Do you want a sign box? 
 
Joe Demauro: No. Not now I just want to get opened. I have to be in by the 15th of the 
month. The old building is a wooden structure and has been a fish market for 28 years.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It is always going to be a fish market. This is actually a building that 
would benefit to having an awning.  
 
Steve Marrano: This is all one package? 
  
Joe Demauro: Do you see Mardino’s, I want mine very similar to that. It is not rounded 
and comes down straight. It is the simplest awning that they make. I don’t like awnings 
but we’ve got to put an awning there. If you notice this piece here you see the drop 
ceiling. It is horrific.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You need to show us that.  
 
Joe Demauro: I got this today.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Why don’t you do this? Go for the sign now. 
 
Joe Demauro: And the paint?  
 
Frank Tortorello: The paint is going to be apart of what you are going to do with the 
awning. Why don’t you bring it back next month?  



 15 ARB 5/25/05 

 
Joe Demauro: If the building is completely peeled. If you look over here it is all block. It 
is not paint. I have to scrap and paint it. What I would like to do before I open is to get 
approval to paint the building. This is the gray.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I like it with the red.  
 
Frank Tortorello: That is a pretty gray. This gray has nothing in it.  
 
Joe Demauro: I do not want to show the building off.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I agree with you, but you could use a color like that has more life to it. 
That is really dark. 
 
Steve Marrano: For a square building yes.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This looks more like a stone. What you do with the awning becomes 
part of it. This looks like a building no one wants you to look into. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I have no problem with the gray.  
 
Joe Demauro It is up to your board. This was gray and down to here. You have this gray 
and black and block. This was a yellow crème.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is going to be the hard part. I don’t think you are going to be 
happy when you it painted all that color. Whatever you do with the awnings is going to 
make a big difference. Are you thinking of the awnings being red also?  
 
Joe Demauro: This is the swatch. 
 
(Fire Horn went off) 
 
Frank Tortorello: I have no problem with the sign. I have no problem painting the 
building. I think you be better served to something that has a little more life in it and it 
depends on what you do with the awnings.  
 
Joe Demauro: A designer helped me out with this and she suggested painting this. It 
doesn’t matter if you say lighter than I go lighter.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think it would be a lot nicer and think about not having bright red for 
the awing unless you feel strongly about it.  
 
Nancy Abramson: You do want it to match.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Are you putting anything on the awning?  
 
Joe Demauro: No just 477 the street number. 
 
Nancy Abramson: I like the red better Frank. 
 
(Fire horn went off)  
 
Joe Demauro: If you look through that window you can see the drop ceiling. 
 
Frank Tortorello: This might work and you would cover that. You might come down to 
the same point but you would see the building in between the three awnings.  
 
Joe Demauro: I wanted to follow Mardino’s line. It goes right across.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I don’t think that is anything to brag about. You have to hide it. You 
have a fairly tall building here. You might want to put the building name for balance.  
 
Joe Demauro: All I want is a number because I have a nice sign out front.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Take the sign and the paint and if you are really set on the dark gray, I 
think the softer is nicer. We will give you the option of one or the other and do a sample 
for yourself.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I will say that Frank is usually right. Maybe you might want to try 
both. I experimented with paint extensively, just buy quarts and so one side and then 
do the other.  



 16 ARB 5/25/05 

 
Frank Tortorello: it is really a lot of wall. Take the time and look at it.  
 
Joe Demauro: Do you think that this red is going to be nice with that?  
 
Nancy Abramson: No. Just get little quarts and put them and take a look and see what 
happens. If we are going to give you that option.  
 
Frank Tortorello: You are ahead. Is there a motion for the sign as submitted and the 
painting of the building in one of the two colors charcoal slate, or brier? I think once you 
do a sample you are going to find that gray deadly. 
 
Joe Demauro: This is my original burgundy on my old building.  
 
Steve Marrano: I like the red better. 
 
Joe Demauro: I will make it right.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I motion that we accept the sign as presented and Mount Kisco 
Seafood will choose between these two paint colors. Charcoal slate or briarwood. You 
are going to come back with the awning 
 
Steve Marrano: Second. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Board all ayes. Approved as noted. 
 
5. Janet Saucci owner– 20 Washburn Avenue.  

Case #05-30 

Steven Angeilli, architect 

 
Steve Angeilli: What we are doing is popping up coming out of the middle and putting on 
a second floor two bedrooms and a bath. You can’t see it but there are three windows 
here with the door on the left. Obviously we would put some columns out and inside 
lights and give it a nicer look.  
 
Frank Tortorello: The plan of the addition is going in this direction?  
 
Steve Angeilli: We are not changing the foot print. Everything is there and no digging.  
 
Frank Tortorello: This is the face of the wall above?  
 
Steve Angeilli: No, this is in.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I am saying is that where the wall above is going to be there? Where is 
the face of the addition here? 
 
Steve Angeilli: No it is further back. I think it shown a couple of pages over.  
 
Frank Tortorello: It looks like it is recessed over here. The back flushes out.  
 
Steve Angeilli: That is correct and here is our existing rear elevation. 
Asphalt shingled roof. There is a roof plane ending as well.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Why not make this simple like you did on this side.  
 
Steve Angeilli: We thought it was to plain. We thought it would look nicer with some 
overhangs and some shadow lines and have it look nicer.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think it is doing more than it needs to. I think the house is nice how it 
is now. You have a lot happening with very little space here. You have these false. 
 
Steve Angeilli: We thought we would add some detail. 
 
Frank Tortorello: I know it is a little detail I just don’t know if you need to do it.  
 
Nancy Abramson: do you like it?  
 
Steve Angeilli: Absolutely we had it drawn.  
 
Steve Marrano:  have no objection and if that is what you like. 
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Nancy Abramson: I think it enhances the house.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I don’t think it enhances the house. Obviously the house is being 
expanded because she needs the space. I am questioning why you can have fairly 
strong roof line that you keep it. This house basically has a look of a low house. I think 
this is overstated. I don’t think you need to do all of this detail. He is the architect and I 
am not going to argue.  
 
Steve Angeilli: I am the builder.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think you can make it simple. I think you could take a lot of stuff off. 
I don’t see what this is doing for you.  
 
Janet Saucci: What are you suggesting?  
 
Frank Tortorello: I would eliminate this.  
 
Janet Saucci: I thought this breaks it up a bit.  
 
Frank Tortorello: Take the roof line straight across and try to replicate what you have 
going on down below. I think that would look the nicest. You can flatten this out like you 
have here.  
 
Steve Angeilli: It will look like the back.   
 
Steve Marrano: Your focal point is going to be the doors and the columns. That is what 
you want to look at. If that is what you like it is fine.  
 
Nancy Abramson: It is an improvement.  
 
Frank Tortorello: I think the house is being expanded by necessity and I would make it 
as unobtrusive as possible. I think the house is nice the way it is. You want everything 
to be a colonial and it is not. It was a house that was built in the mid 50’s and it is good 
design from the 50’s 
 
Nancy Abramson: I think she wants to add a little more character to it. It is not a big 
deal.  
 
Frank Tortorello: if you want to motion to approve I will go along with it.  
 
Nancy Abramson: Frank often is very helpful in terms of people’s designs. People have 
come here after his comments and said thank you. You made some great suggestions to 
us. Are you tied to this?  
 
Janice Saucci: To be honest I am very happy with it. I think it is a nice addition to sorry 
Frank I think it is a really ugly house. We bought it with the intention of doing a larger 
addition and of course things changed. I think this is a nice compromise to what was 
originally planned. I have given this a lot of thought and it is a big step. We bought this 
for the neighborhood truly not for the house. I do like and am happy with it.  
 
Nancy Abramson: I motion that we accept as presented. 
 
Steve Marrano: Second. 
 
Frank Tortorello: Board all ayes. Approved as presented. 
 
Steve Marrano: Motion to Adjourn. 
 
Nancy Abramson: Second. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
 
 
Nancy Placona 
Board Secretary 


